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Once  again  the  State  game  and  conservation  commissions  have 
cooperated  in  the  preparation  of  this  summary,  which  reports  the  catch 
of  wild  furs  for  commercial  use  throughout  the  United  States  in  the 
1957-58  season*  Exact  data  are  not  available  for  all  species;  some 
States  compile  their  figures  from  reports  of  resident  fur  buyers, 
and  the  number  of  pelts  sold  outside  the  State  is  unknown.  In  many 
cases  the  size  of  the  catch  is  estimated,. 

Complete  reports  were  unavailable  from  ten  States  (see  footnote  1/ 
beyond).  Thus  it  is  impossible  to  make  valid  comparisons  of  the  total 
catch,  Arizona  reports  only  the  beaver  catch,  Oregon  reports  the 
actual  catch  of  beaver,  but  for  other  species  bases  its  figures  on 
reports  from  63  percent  of  the  trappers.  In  West  Virginia,  except  for 
the  beaver,  the  record  represents  pelts  sold  to  license  dealers; 
those  sold  outside  the  State  are  not  recorded.  This  is  also  the  case 
with  Wyoming  and  Indiana;  the  latter  has  attempted  to  adjust  its 
figures  by  incorporating  a  correction  factor. 

South  Dakota  reports  only  the  fur  animals  bountied.  Some  of  these, 
for  example  coyotes  taken  when  prime,  are  later  sold  as  pelts  to  further 
complicate  the  picture,  A  similar  situation  may  exist  in  other  cases 
where  bounties  are  paid;  Michigan  and  Minnesota  pay  bounties  on  bobcat, 
coyote,  and  fox;  Nebraska  on  coyote  and  fox. 

The  decline  in  the  market  for  furs  continued  in  1958,  With  respect 
to  mink,  there  was  an  upsurge  in  the  demand  for  ranched  mink,  as  opposed 
to  wild  mink,  A  late-season  flourish  for  mink  varieties  also  spread 
to  other  furs  —  such  as  raccoon,  beaver,  otter,  lynx,  and  fox  —  needed 
as  feature  trimming  items  in  the  fall,  Canadian  and  European  buyers 
were  interested  in  ringtails  and  were  willing  to  pay  prices  higher  than 
those  of  previous  seasons.  A  recent  European  demand  for  bobcat  pelts 
sent  the  price  up;  the  skins  are  used  principally  for  lining  and  trim- 
ming ski  boots  and  jackets. 


U.S.  DL^T.  OF  AGRICULTURE 

LIBRARY 
MAY  1  1 1962 

CURRENT  8«?WL  RECORDS 


WILD  FUR  ANIMAL  CATCH  BY  STATES,  1957-58 


STATE 


Badger 


Bassarisk 
(Ringtail  cat) 


Beaver 


Bobcat 


Fisher 


Fox 


Blue 


Gray,  Red 
and  Cross 


Silver 


White 


Fur  Seal 


Lynx 
(Canadian) 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Pribilof  Is.  . 

Arizona  1/ 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut  1/ '. . 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia  1/ , 

Idaho 

Illinois  1/ , 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas  1/ 

Kentucky , 

Louisiana 

Maine  4/ 

Maryland , 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota , 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana , 

Nebraska. 

Nevada  1/ 

New  Hampshire  4/, 
New  Jersey  l/. . . 

New  Mexico 

New  York , 

North  Carolina. . 
North  Dakota...., 
Ohio , 

Oklahoma  1/ , 

Oregon . 

Pennsylvania. . . . 
Rhode  Island...., 
South  Carolina.., 

South  Dakota...., 

Tennessee , 

Texas  1/ 

Dtah , 

Vermont  1/ , 

Virginia , 

Washington , 

West  Virginia..., 

Wisconsin , 

Wyoming , 

TOTAL , 


10 
12 


57 


4 
47 


35 
432 


US 
372 


311 


14 


2/  10,809 
"ll9 


NOS 


11 


66 


321 
24,484 

'*21 


1,755 
5,691 


24, 411 

••••••• 

59 
1,938 


5,511 


252 
19,585 
24,590 

810 
2,177 

19,700 
5,281 

"i,*573 


280 
7,627 

4,510 


12,865 
3,574 

"l2 


4,276 


13 
NOS 

155 

M,232 

3,205 


15 


21 

202 

119 


400 


675 


200 
263 


2/       762 
2/  1,067 


890 
21 


27 


209 


9 
51 


570 
4 


2/     730 

4 


1,613 


13 
*3 


1,566 


NOS 


179 


105 


428 


NOS 


NOS 
NOS 


46 

600 


447 

265 

13 


1,500 


75 


619 
1,479 


281 

25 

262 

236 

62 

2/  27,629 
2/  34,208 
556 
822 


2/ 


110 
503 


12,381 


76 


188,908 


9,44-5 


712 


32 


297 
1,003 
1,472 


134 
2,523 

127 

2/  9,929 
199 


55 


339 

47 

260 


36 


40 


500 


4/  78,919 


1,500 


NOS 


86,192 


40 


500 


78,919 


1,521 


NOS  -  No  open  season. 

1/  The  following  States  unable  to  give  fur-catch  data:  Connecticut,  Georgia,  Illinois,  Nevada,  New  Jersey,  Texas,  and 
Vermont.  Arizona  recorded  beaver  only.  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  reports  not  received. 


2/  Number  of  fur  animals  bountied. 


WILD  FUR  ANIMAL  CATCH  BT  STATES,  1957-58 


STATE 

Marten 

Mink 

Muskrat 

Nutria 

Opossum 

Otter 

Raccoon 

Skunk  & 
Civet  Cat 

Squirrel 

Weasel 

Wolf  & 
Coyote 

Wol- 
verine 

2,710 

NOS 
61 

•  •  •  •  • 

833 
6 

434 

•  •  •  ■  • 

•  •  •  *  • 

23 

2 

"396' 
NOS* 

3,320 
15,200 

11,150 

1,947 
127 

25 
100 

3,650 

7,559 
9,838 

12,213 

61,377 

4,174 

587 

1,572 
12,327 
47,024 
11,026 

7,052 

8,000 
6,062 

1,557 

1 

5,897 

20,474 

7,201 

2,812 

7,175 

338 

4,350 

4,381 
488 

1,340 

6,300 

1,161 

34,025 

70 

6,250 
100,000 

11,539 

3/  74,649 
38,206 

30,000 

92,253 

208,007 
65,969 

69,282 

2,165,723 

27,225 

112,348 

58,390 

317,892 

114,239 

551 

46,805 

37,400 
80,686 

8,489 

3,000 

90,026 

46,521 

475,750 

45,879 

491,114 

6,524 

1,610 

55,283 
35,697 

74,473 

57,770 

19.L43 

538,958 

759 

2,800 

510,679 
45 

33 
29 

405 

17,203 
214 

1,000 
1,500 

20,224 
1,494 

2,318 
11,194 

953 

3,459 

178 

3,230 

26,488 

"2°,155 

3,025 
7,376 

44 
5,131 

631 
16,044 

3,074 

1,630 
2,522 

127 
3,890 

126 

75 
500 

227 

4,382 
442 
131 

129 
885 
664 
462 

63 

93 

357 
992 

292 

12 
374 

NOS 

255 
751 

1,366 

4,100 

46 

3,064 

1,163 
197 

200 
500 

156 

1,102 
4,468 

1,134 
478 
154 

1,167 

132 

3,015 

11,192 

299 
3,928 

2,840 
3,922 

11 

3 

468 
9,171 
5,975 

271 

10,090 

299 

3,371 
169 

5,802 

360 

1,359 

3,027 

324 

31 
2,200 

19 

22 
127 

100 

1,100 

366 
149 

208 

583 
200 

68 

5,126 

18,160 

30 

770 
61 

59 

256 
3,847 
2,439 

"89 

5,679 

44 

59 
128 

104 

215 

129 

8,673 

1 

5/  1,360 

74 
14 

62 
9 

20,000 

350 

47,343 

1,679 
208 

2,000 
4,000 

632 

100,877 
48,134 

8,494 

75,048 

2,490 

6,980 

2,759 

189, 550 

14,926 

11,893 

112,284 

690 
12,576 

2,177 

245,240 

32,030 

7,850 

181,389 

1,545 

43,401 

298 

2,560 

7,125 

NOS 

Florida 

......... 



Kentucky 

Louisiana 





Maryland 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

767,290 
298,300 



2/5/  3,866 
1/5/  1,620 

10 

190 
2/  1,600 

463 
5/   16 

207 

2/  1,793 
346 

39 

New  Hampshire  4/* 
New  Mexico 

1,018,600 

Pennsylvania 

South  Carolina... 





Virginia 

West  Virginia.... 

8,317 
2,891 

8,008 



1,298,429 

NOS 

Wyoming 

82 

4,459 

321,900 

5,608,410 

513,586 

131,492 

16,595 

1,189,576 

79,857 

3,402,619 

51,042 

5/  11,669 

356 

3/  California:  Catch  of  muskrat  includes  358  Colorado  River  muskrat  (sandrat). 

4/  Maine  and  New  Hampshire:  Calendar  year  1957.  Pribllof  Islands:  Official  take  of  fur  seals  calendar  year  1958. 

5/  Timber  wolf:  Alaska,  1,080;  Michigan,  7;  Minnesota,  186 j  North  Dakota,  1;  Wisconsin,  NOS. 
Total:  Timber  wolf ,  1,274 

Coyote      10,395  -  bountied:  Michigan  3,859;  Minnesota  1,1*3U 
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